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TO THE WORTHY INHABITANTS OF THE 
x83 . TOWN OF 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS, 


THIS SECOND EDITION OF THE FOLLOWING 


LETTERS UPON THE SUBJECT OF 
MORALITY AND RELIGION, 
* ARE, FROM A TENDER CONCERN FOR 
THEIR HAPPINESS, AFFECTIONATELY 
_ RECOMMENDED, AND MOST ana 
INSCRIBED, BY THEIR SINCERE FRIEND 


AND HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR. 


Ayleſbury, 
May Iſt, 4793. 
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ol Ir is a maxim | of vaſt importance in 
itſelf, and has ever been adopted by 
I men of real worth, that no man Jhould 
5 live merely for himſel ; but that every 
| man ſhould do good, aud be ſerviceable 
1 Bis fellow-creatures i in the 2 exten- 
1 foe manner his ſphere of life will admit. 
Upon the ground of this maxim, the 


author preſumes to come forward, and, 
with diffidence and humility, preſent 
the following letters to the public, 


A 3 craving 


vi PREFACE, 


craving every indulgence which an in- 


fant author may be allowed to expect. 


A proper attention to, and an impartial 
inveſtigation of, drome truth, 1s what 
e thor wifhes to ptomote. He 
ventures forward and appears in print, 
if peradventure he may, in any mea- 
ſure, aſſiſt the diligent inquirer, or eſ- 
tabliſh the wavering mind in the fun- 


eee ory ee ot of our Hol _ 271 ä 


1. 
: 


_ 


m religious ſentiments, men are, 


on have long been, much divided. 
And, circumſtanced as we are in the 
preſent world, it cannot be otherwiſe, 
But is that any reaſon we ſhould di- 


vide in brotherly affection? Surely 


not. Straitened affe ctions betray a 
narrow foul. As ſound Philoſophy 
expands and exalts the powers. al the 


1 6 


1 vii 
mind; ſo tri Religion a dilates;:refities; 
and extends ihe affections of the heart; 
Party prejudiee heats the brain, be- 
clouds the underſtandingy® and intoxi- 
eates the man. And) When a man 
wants temnper; he certainly warts both 
wiſdom and grace. Were it poſſible 
for a man to diveſt himſelf of every 
kind and degree of prejudice (which 
is, perhaps, hardly practicable in the 


preſent ſtate of things) truth would 


diſcover itſelf to his mind by its native 
luſtre. If the preſent undertaking ſhall 


Zy true religion, the author does not intend any 


particular form or profeſſion of religion; but that which 


conſiſts in righteouſne/5, and joy, and peace, in the Holy 
Ghoſt, A religion founded upon the word of God, and de. 
rived, by a bleſſed and real communication, from Jeſus 


| Chriſt the fountain of life and happineſs. By extend. 


ing the affe4ions, the author does not mean that blind 
charity which hopes all men are going to heaven; be- 
cauſe God declares that the unrighteous SHALL Nor 


inherit the kingdom. 


FIT A4 ſerve, 
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PREFACB> 

ſerve, in: any, the ſmalleſt degree, to 
elucidate and recomtmendl the truth of 
God, the author's deſign in the publi- 
cation will be fully anſwered... Should 
he fail of ſucceſs, he will, at leaſt, de- 
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Rzticrowis the foul of happineſs. And 
Chriſt, the ſon of God, is the ſoul of re- 
ligion. The more a man is acquainted 
with him, his name, his nature, and his 
office characters, the more religious will 
he be in ſentiment and conduct. This is 
life eternal to know thee, the only true God, 
and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” Read- 
er, 46 acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be 
at peace.” He is in the © PRINCE 
or PEACE,” LS 
Religion, as it includes devotedneſs to 
God, and benevolence to man, is uni- 
formly and invariably the ſame. The 
outward expreſſion of it, in modes, forms, 
and ceremonies, admits of variety without 
| prejudice 


(6200 


bodice to ben itſelf. In every age 
the minds of great and good men have 
been divided in regard to the outemard and 
leſſer copcerns pf Jeligion. Aud 'Þ it not 
equally ſo in regard to the liberal arts 
and ſciences? Do all men think alike in 
Politics, Phyſics: or Philgphy#; li che 
minds of. men were al eaſt in one mould, 
hey would think preciſely the ſame upon 
all ſubjects», If all men were ed ueated un- 
der the ſame maſter, and that maſter pur- 
ſued preciſely the ſame mode af inſtruc- 

tion, theo all uovld learn the ſame leſions; 
and then Qgeen Anne moo (ſemper, 
eadem) and Queen ne might 
be PNIVERSALS 1 1 fo oy 

However, while men are but men as 
the - beſt; $vowing but in part, and ſering 
through a glaſs darkly, while: things are as 
they are, often, attended with! multiplied: 
diſſiculties, and an impenetrable- obſcurity, 

FORBEARANCE 15: the great leſſon it be- 
" 2odaiionq 5 comes 


. 


C: 38+} 


comes us to learn, and the grace n 
for us to exerciſe in regard to all who dif- 
fer from us in religious ſentiments. Our 
Lord and his apoſtles. ſaw good reaſon. to 
admoniſh the firſt chriſtians to Forbear 
one another in love z,. to (t give, np offence x! 
to c, be wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as 
amen“ and to ** (bez all meekneſs towards 
all men; not ſo much as to render evil 
for evil, whatever provocation might ſeem 
to juſtify reſentment. PEXsEcUTTION AND 
Bicorx v are monſters we cannot name 
without ſenſations of horror! And a re- 
vival of perſecution upon the ground of 
religious ſentiment, in whatever form, will 
ever he hifſed at by men of diſcernment 
and humanity. The wiſdom which is 
from above is pure, peaceable, full of good 
fruits, without partiality and without hy- 
pocriſy. Real religion is the living image 
of iM who '** went about doing good.” 
When toleration and kindneſs ſpread their 

benign 


En) 
benign wings over 4 city or 2 nation, the 
inhabitants' dwell” in peace. "Miniſters of 
God, ambaffaders of the meek and lowly 


GEEK ne 
Jrsos, ſhouls be ambitions to fnlaintain 


and promote theſe chriſtian principles. A 


pries and yet a perſecutor! It makes the 


enemies of religion ſmile with an air of 
contempt, and hardens ibem ageinſt the 
ruth; Now all churches,” fays the ce- 


 lebrated Mr. Loet, „ ſhould” lay down 


«-toleration as the foundation of their own 
<< liberty. It is not enough,” ſays he, 


tc that Ecclefiaſtics abſtain from violent 


* proceedings. He that ptetetds to be a 
*« ſucceſſor of the Apoſtles, is obliged to 
% admoniſh bis hearers of peace anch good 
„ will towards all. And he ought induſ- 
© triouſly to exhort all men, whether pri- 
vate perſons or magiſtrates, to charity, 


« meekneſs, and toleration. And, if any 
«© one that profeſſes himſelf a preacher of 


« the goſpel of peace teaches otherwiſe, 


cc he 


( 13 ) 

„ he either underſtands not, or he neg- 
« lets the buſineſs of his calling, and 
cc ſhall one day give an account to God *.“ 

I am &c. 
 PHILANTHROPOS. 


* See Locke's firſt letter on toleration. To which 
I beg leave to add the following teſtimonies in favour 

of the ſubject. Candour and toleration have never 
« excited revenge or difturbance, while intolerance 
has covered the earth with carnage.” Voltaire. 

« Ttis with religion as it is with love: commands 
6 have no effect; conſtraint has flill leſs; we are in 


* nothing ſo independent as in loving and believing.” © 


Amelot de la Houſſate. 
«- Indulgence to other ſeas, a candid reſpect for 
te their opinions, a deſire to promote mutual charity 
« and good will, are the beſt proofs that any re- 
«« ligion can give of its divine origin. 
The Right Hon. C. Fox, in the H. C. May 8, 178g. 
The author of theſe letters wiſhes that he may not 
be miſconſtrued or miſrepreſented. The objects which 
he has profeſſedly and properly in view, are, the cauſe 
of truth, the ſalvation of men, and the glory of God. 
If, at any time, or in any part of the work, he main- 
tains an oppolition, that oppoſition is directed, not 
againſt any man, or any particular deſcription of men, 
but againſt fin and error. Fallible men are objects of 
pity and compaſſion, but fin and error ſhould meet 
with no favour. Sce Gal. ii. 11-14. 
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Tn my laſt I mentioned the word of God. 
Perhaps the reader may inquire, where is 
the word of God ? Our anſwer. is at hand; 
the word of God i is contained in the books 
commonly called the old and new Teſta» 
ments. Books origi nally breathed from 
the mouth of God. (Hara yeaÞn deore @- 
Ke. 2 Tim. iii. 16.) Men of genius may 
Abu, but they cannot diſprove the authen- 
ticity , of theſe books. The men who 
wrote them. were men of great character. 


Their reputation is immortal. The names 
of Mosss, . Is AAk, JEREMIAH, PETER, 
and Pau, are venerated to this day, and 
held i in high . eſtimation by men of ſound 
learning. and ſtrict piety. But where a 
man's conduft | is the reverſe to that of theſe 
illuſtrious 


4 17 
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iuſtrious characters, it is no wonder to 
hear ſuch a one vilify their names and op- 
pole their principles. If Moſes! the Jewiſh 
legiſlator, and Pau the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, were men of no conſcience, but in 
all they wrote intended artfully to impoſe 
upon the credulity of mankind, ler the ad- 
verſaries of revelation come forward and 
ſtew, from authentic records or undoubted 
facts, chat ſuch they! were e and oy was Jon 

ebien.” ord yi on n 
Objections drawn from ſome parts of the 

facred books, becauſe of their Merians na na- 
ture mh are perfeatly weak and frivolous. 
— of a book, written at different, and 
very diſtant times; under different diſpen- 
om; and upon various occaſions I fay, 
it is reaſonable to expect, that, to us, ſome | 

parts muſt ſeem very myſterious, But, is 
it acting rational or manly to caſhire and 
reject the whole of Revelation becauſe of 
* ſome 


C 1a) 

ſome parts confeſſedly hard to be under- 
ſtood? Surely not. Is. there not many 
things in the philoſophical writings of 
former and latter ages both myſterious and 
inexplicable? - But is the. whole rejected 
upon that account? Will a ſenſible deiſt 
be perſuaded he has neither ſoul or body, 
becauſe he cannot demonſtrate or under- 
ſtand their unionꝰꝰ | 
Many pride ani in whale ah. 
ing powers, who, without a reaſon of ſuf- 
ficient en _ the' reed will of 
their Maker! 
IN ga well, becomes a reaſon- 
able creature. The more we ſearch, if 
humble and not prepoſſeſſed, the more 
likely we are to find the truth ; which, 
when found, will infinitely repay our dili- 

gence and attention. | 
We will give to the edyarfaries af. reve- 
lation. every. advantage they can defire, 
They ſhall have time, they ſhall have books, _ 
B (books 


en 
- (books in all languages) and à quantity of 
Antiquities enough to ſink an ll. They 
ſhall have criticiſms and quibbles, ancient 
and modern; and when they are thus fur- 
niſhed, let them make one united and 
grand effort, and prove from theſe ma- 
terials, F they can, that the book which 
we call THE BI BTE, is a palpable for- 
gery. They cannot defire more than we 
will give them, and we triumph in the iſ- 
ſue of the conteſt. The 2vord of the Lord 
is @ tried word, and it endureth for ever.” But, 
if both Teſtaments be an impoſition upon 
mankind, as ſome will have it, it cannot 
be abſolutely impoſſible to aſcertain the time 
when, the perſons by whom, the manner 
how, and the end for which, the impoſition 
Re 1 TO nt ot 
Por RAC and MixActz are the two 
principal external evidences in. favour of 
revelation. And they are evidences of 
the firſt credit, they will bear croſs-exami- 


6 

nation without endangering the cauſe o. 
Are not the Arabs, the Africans, the anti- 
quities and ruins of the four great empires, 
together with the vagrant Jus in every 
tation under heaven, indiſputable proofs of 
the truth of prophecy ? 

The miracles recorded in the ſacred vo- 
lume, ſtand atteſted by ſo many and ſuch 
credible witaefles, that to diſbelieve them 
argues certain weakneſs or certain prejudice. 
'Tis a lamentable conſideration, and one 
proof of our fallen condition, that the 
mind of man may be ſo warped, and the 
eye of his underſtanding fo blinded by 


-® The author does not here intend to enter into the 
merits of the diſpute, or reply to the objections of in- 
fidels and deiſts, this having been done profeſſedly by 
gentlemen of high repute in the learned world, See 
on the ſubject, Biſhop Newton — Herne — Leffic— 
Mather —and Watts. If they believe not the evidences 
which theſe excellent men bring forward to ſpeak 
on God's behalf, neither will they be perſuaded though 
one aroſe from the dead. Tis a lamentable truth; 
% All men bave not faith.” 


B 2 prejudice, 
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prejudice, as to be led to diſpute both his 
Maker's works and his Maker's *v0rd!! ! 


When miracles have been pretended, the 


fraud has, ſooner or later, been diſcovered, 
% Ao, F ” ne : ' * er a - 
and the miracle-workers bave been ex- 


poſed to derifion and contempt, a con- 


tempt moſt juſtly merited. A ſculptured 


Virgin weeping, and a painted crucifix 


bleeding, may make the vulgar ſtare, ad- 


mire, and weep too! But a philoſophical 
eye penetrates the deception, and deſervedly 
condemns the pious ſchemer. But, was 
ever Moſes, Elijah, or Peter, thus detect- 
ed, convicted, and expoſedꝰ However, 
thougb ſome believe not, ſhall their un- 


belief make the faith of God without ef- 


fet? God forbid ! yea, let God be trne, 


and every man a liar. Every word of God 


is pure. The ſcriptures came, not by the will 
of man, but holy men of God ſpake {and torote) 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. The 
excellency of the Bible, and its ſuperiority 

to 


| C2 ) 


to every other book in the world; in re- 
gard to the doctrines which it contains, 
the morality which it urges, and the good 
effects which it has produced, are un- 
queſtionable. 

„ may ſafely appeal, 1 45s Mr. Sam. 
Mather, to the worſt enemy that ever 
« revealed religion bad, to produce any 
« book that has done ſo much towards re- 
« forming the world as the Bible, It has 


© found men idolaters, but bas perſuaded 
them to leave their idols, and ſerve the 
ce true God. It has made the unclean chaſte, 
e the intemperate ſober, the coveteous libe- 
46 ral, and the paſſionate mild. 

«© The Bible has God for its 8 
& ſalvation for its end, and truth, without 
et any mixture of error, for its matter.“ 
Theſe are the words of one whoſe name 
will be bad in eſteem while philoſophy. 
and learning are known- in Aylefbury, in 
England, or in any other part of the world: 

. B 3 The 
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The immortal Locxz ; who, for fourteen 
or fifteen years applied himſelf to the 
ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures D. In this 


„To animate and encourage the reader's attention 
tothe good word of God, the author begs permiſſion tq 
obſerve, that Pbilantbropos has applied himſelf to the 
ſame ftudy the ſame number of years, and he has 
found the facred word an incomparable treaſure of wit... 
dom and knowledge, and in the moſt ſerious, earneſt, 
and affectionate manner, he would requeſt that the 
reader would ſaffer no day to paſs without an applica- 


tion to that immortal treaſury, and make fervent pray- 


er to God, that by his grace he may read, mark, learn, 


and inwardly get the ſame, to his preſent comfort 


andeverlaſting ſalvation. Let him haye his ſtated and 
fixed ſeaſons for Bible reading, (carefully guarding 
againſt formaity) and make ll other reading give way 
and ſubmit to his conſecrated time and work. He will 
not repent his conduct upon a dying bed. It may be 
an encouragement to regard and venerate the ſerip- 
tures, to underſtand, that Philo obſerves, that . For the 
ſpace of more than two thouſand years, (i. e. from Mo/es 
to Phild's time) not one word was ever changed in the 
law of the Hebrews and that the Jews would ſooner 
die an hundred * than ſuffer the law in any thing 
to be changed.” R. Ben Exra declares, ** that he ſaw 
*© ſome books examined by the Maſoriter, which were 
t eſtabliſhed as authentic by fifteen elders, who 
, {wore they had diligently examined three times 
a * each word, each lerer, and each point. - a L 
15 
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his time was not mis-ſpent but improved, 
and improved in the” beſt way, and to 
the beſt end. | 

The ſcriptures may be ee to an 
armoury, a fforebouſe, and a garden. The 
Bible is the chriſtian's armoury. Here are 
weapons of every kind, and all of ſuperex- 
cellent temper. Sword and ſhield, breaſt- 
plate and helmet, and whatever elſe is ne- 
ceſſary to defend himſelf and to enable him 
to proſecute tlie holy war with deſired ſuc- 
ceſs. Then, chriſtian, put on the whole 
armour of God ; fight the good fight of 
faithz as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 
perſevere through hardſhips; endure the | 
ſeverities of the field; ſuppart the conflict 
with a manly courage ; lay hold of eternal 
life. 
2 A feeble ſaint ſhall win the day, 

Though death and hell obſtruct the way.” 

The Bible is the chriſtian's forehouſe. \ 
Here proviſions, the moſt delicate and the 
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moſt ſubſtantial, are treaſured up. Hidden 
nanna, the bread of heaven, milk to nouriſh, 


and wine to cheer, Here the ſoul feeds 
high without danger of exceſs or injury. 
Here the ſoul is /azisfied with the goodneſs 
of the Lord. Here the table is ſpread 
richly, freely, and perpetually. The Bi- 


ble is the chriſtian's garden. Here are 


walks, broad and grand, winding and myſ- 
terious. Here are fruits, rich in flavour, 
and in greateſt abundance. _ Flowers, of 
every hue, and exquiſite fragrance; a 
noſegay gathered thence, will give addi- 


tional graces to the faireſt breaſt and the 


fineſt underſtanding, Statues, which al- 
ways bring to mind ſome memorable era, 
or ſome ſtriking feature in the hiſtory of 
former ages. Springs, clear as cryſtal, of 
a medicinal virtue, and which flow per- 
petually. Here the Sun ſhines and irra- 
diates the whole with a celeſtial glory. 
Then, Search the &. criptures. | 

«« Retire 


: ( 25 ) \ 


“ Retire and read thy Bible, to be gay; 

There truths abound of ſovereign aid to peace ; 
Believe, and ſhew the reaſon of a man; 
Believe, and taſte the pleaſure of a God; 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb,” 


I am, &c. 


PHILANTHROPOS. 
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LETTER III. 


Tas word of God is, certainly, the 
grand ſpring of all divine information and 
knowledge. To underſtand and apply 
this theological treaſure as it ought to be 
underſtood and applied, a TEAchER is 
neceſſary, as in all caſes of learning and 
improvement. A human teacher may in- 
form the underſtanding, but it muſt be a 
Divine Teacher to affect the heart and new 
model the injured faculties of fallen man. 
Such a teacher is provided: The Holy 
Ghoſt, who, in his ordinary and gracious 


influence upon the mind, effects every ne- 


ceſſary change in order to ſalvation. The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you all things. John xiv. 
26. They ſhall be all taught of God. vi. 45. 
From theſe * of ſacred writ we ſhal 
take 


9 


<8) 


take an opportunity of ſuggeſting a few 
thoughts upon the ſubje& of divine in- 
ſtruction, and humbly ſubmit them to the 
judgment of the candid reader. 

They ſhall be ALL taught of God. Not only 
ſome, the primitive Diſciples, or the firſt 
Preach ers of Chriſtian ity, but all the chil- 

uren of God (ſee Ila. liv. 13. 0 to the cloſe of 
time, and the conſummation of all things. 
All, who are made wiſe unto ſalvation, are 
ravght and inſtructed by the ſame ſpirit, 
not in any extraordinary way, like that 
which diſtinguiſhed the day of Pentecoſt, 
but in his ordinary, gracious, and effeQual 
influence upon the underftanding and the 
will ®, In N this ſubject we ſhall 
: 6 5 | | briefly 
" "= "The inftreftion of the Holy Spitk, here imended, 
is no wild enthuſiaſtic notion, but a ſentiment, a theo- 
logical tenet grounded upon the word of God, and 
ſupported by the beſt authorities. With the Reader's 
permiſſion, we ſhall enrich this note with the following 
quotations, as ſo many vouchers for the truth. 


Ny... E careful i in all things to obey the convictions 
4 of 


(a9) 


briefly: attend to three things: The 
manner of teaching, the leſſons nya; 
and the effect of inſtruction. 4 

| Fir, 


4” 


* 


n 


« of Slag own 8 md; to o Yield to * good 
t motions and ſuggeſtions of God's Holy Spirit, who 
« works ſecretly upon the minds of men arid i»/þires 
« us with good thoughts, &c,” —ArcuBinor T'ik- 
LOT5O N's Ser. | 
„ Man is Hel 2dr pod by ths Sfivic and grace of 
«« God, that efefually avorketh. in him, and afterward 
« he bringeth forth good fruits. Where the Holy 
« Ghoſt worketh there nothing is impoſlible, as may 
further alſo appear by the inward regeneration and 
« ſanQification of mankind.—— They be called, ac- 
4 cording to God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in 
« due ſeaſon : they through grace obey the calling.— 
Causcn or EnclLand. Hom, and Art. 
The ſcripture aſcribes our ſanRification to the 
« Spirit, and the Spirit is himſelf truly God; it neceſſa- 
„ nily followeth, that the ſpecial concurrence and infu- 
** exce of God is neceſſary to the making us really and 
« truly holy. — BIS HOT BeverinGe. Pri. The. 
There is in the ſouls of believers a /upertatural 
«« principle or habit of grace, wrovght and preſerved 
«© by the Spirit of God, whereby they are enabled to 
« live unto God, and perform that obedience which 
* he requires and accepts; and this is eſſentially diſ- 
s tinct from all natural habits, intellectual or moral, 
«* however 


(309 

Firſt, the manner of teaching 3 it is ras 
tional, gracious, and effectual. It is rational. 
By which I mean it is ſuch a way of incul- 
cating knowledge upon the human mind 
as is well adapted to the preſent imperfect 
ftate of our reaſoning powers. It is by 
Ordinances and by Providences that the Lord 
is pleaſed” to inſtru ſuch as are ignorant 
and out of the way. He teaches them to 
underſtand his own truth, the path of du- 

* and the r 2 lalvation. . And he 


* 


a —— reedb. Pueu- 
| ** matolog y. 
* The bond of cur" anion 16: Ch; the Holy 
| «« Spirit derived from him, as the head of the church; 
« and is the inward, powerful, and laſting principle of 
« holineſs in believers. He that is joined unto the Lord, 
. is one ſpirit ; that is, by the ſpirit of holinefs has a 
« real participation of his life, is both quickened, and 
t united to him. DR. BAT ES, en Death. 

«« 'The Holy Ghoſt is ſent into the hearts of believ- 
c ers. Whereby we are changed and become new 
r creature this change is no work of reaſon, or of 
e. the power of man, but is ev gi and operation of 
« tbe Holy Ghoſt.” Lu r RIM, Gal. iv. 


o 
\ 


15 


( 31 ) | 
is the greateſt proficient, who is the moſt 
humble and the moſt attentive, His or- 


dinances, which include prayer, public and 
private, preaching and hearing of the 
word, and adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
are all ſimple in their conſtruction, and 
naturally tend to communicate light and 
knowledge to the mind, in whatever ſtate 
it may be found. The Literati and the 
Peaſantry, the man of learning and the un- 
tutored clown, may reap the common and 
bleſſed advantages of ordinances calculated 
and intended for general and univerſal be- 
nefit. But let it be remembered it is not 


in the ordinances themſelves to bleſs the 


fouls of men, or to produce ſanctiſied and 
great effects. The formaliſis of the day are 
a living, ſtriking, and lamentable proof of 
it. Ordinances are, without the gracious 
communications of the Spirit, one univerſal 
blank: as the dial, however well-couſtru&- 

8 | ed, 


— — —— — 


” T3 
ed, is unmeaning and uſeleſs without the 
nn 1 b 's Ty 
His Providences are all wiſely ordered 
and highly inſtructive to an attentive mind. 
They are many and various; ſometimes 
adverſe and ſometimes proſperous. Men, 
who have been educated in the ſchool of 
adverſity, have learned many a uſeful leſ- 
ſon, and are generally men of reflection, 
wiſdom, and candour. The deepeſt and 
beſt inſtruction is frequently conveyed by 
the bittereſt affliction. Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs, all riſe up 
in proof of this aſſertion. The benefit to 
be derived from a ſanctified affliction, 
ſhould always reconcile the ſufferer to his 
lot; teach him to embrace the rod, and liſ- 
ten attentively to the voice which attends it. 
A voice attending it which whiſpers a 
thouſand uſeful hints, from which the ſuf- 
fering chriſtian may gather wiſdom of the 
firſt importance. Thus the Lord taught 
Iſrael 


633 ä 

That in Egypt and in the Wi'derneſs: | 

tc Nh ſhalt remember all the way which the 

& Lord thy God ted thee theſe forty years in the 

te woilderneſs, to humble thee and to prove thee, 

* &. &c.” Deut. viii. 2, Again, xxxii. 

© 10; * He led him aboitt, he inſtrufied bim, 

1e þz kept him as the apple of his eye.” In this 

ſchool of adverſity good King Hzzzxtan 

was trained and exerciſed; and, by the dif- 

treſſing providences which attended ſome 

part of his reign, he learned more of his 

dyn heart than from all he had heard in 

the ſanctuary. By the grace of God in 

theſe trials he was taught effectually. See 

2 Chron: xxxii. Thus the Lord taught Ma- . 

naſſeb, Paul, and that illuſtrious cloud of 

witneſſes whoſe hames are recorded with fo 

much honour in Heb. xi. Men who were 

tried by cruel mockings ; by ſevere ſtourgings ; 

by heavy bonds; by long inbriſonments; by 

complicated affictions and infernal torments. 

See likewiſe, 2 Cor. xii. 7; 10. Though 
the diſcipline of this ſchool may ſeem ſe- 
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Lum pitieth them that fear him. Whom the 


0.34) 
were, yet: is the manner of the Lord's teach- 
ing gracious; it is attended with gracious 
ſwiles, . gracious ſupports, and gracious 


promiſes, Cotroſives are adminiſtered in 


love. There is no temptation or affliction 
that befalls- the chriſtian, but there is a 
correſponding % needs be, which argues 
and demonſtrates its neceſfity. If the rod 


43; exerciſed, it is with parental ſympathy, 


aud all the tenderneſs of an indulgent fa- 
ther. 45 a father pitieth his children, ſo the 


Lend loweth he chafteneth. Lift up thy head, 
tried and diſtreſſed believer, thy deliver- 


dance is at hand; your groans ſhall ſoon 
ceaſe, your fighs heave no more, and your 


complaints end in triumphant fongs! 
When the Lord undentakes to teach 
men, I bis inſtructions are. efefual. He 
makes the ſoul wiſe unto ſalvation, The 
natural man, though ſkilled in metaphyſics, 
though poſſeſſed of learning in all its 
heights 


| 
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heights and depths, is totally incapable of 
diſcerning and underſtanding ſpiritual and 
divine things till he is brought under the 
ſpecial tuition of him tho ſpate as never 
man pale. See 1 Cor. il. 14. The learn- 
ed and accompliſhed man may ſhirink at 
this humbling truth, but he muſt ſubſcribe 
it, or rank with unbelievers. It is not a 
little mortifying to our natural pride, that 
the ſeripture ſhould compare us to animals, 
ſome of which-are odious, ſtupid, and con- 
temptible, to a proverb. The Or, the A,, 
the Swine! * The or hnoweth his owner, 
and the aſs his maſter's crib, but Iſrael doth not 
toto, my people doth not conſider.” Ia. 

i. 2. See alſo Mat. vii. 6. 2 Per. ii. 22. 
However, though God finds the ſbul in 
this fupid, obtinate, and miſerable condition, 
he does not leave it ſo. He informs the | 
under landings by his blefſed truth; he re- 
news and ſubjects the will by his power; 
x | C 2 he 


* 
he refines and exalts the affections by hig 
grace; and new · models the whole man af- 
ter the image of Jeſus Chriſt. Eph. ii. 10. 
His ſuperiority to every preceptor that can 


be named among men appears in this, 


namely, that he not only inſtructs, but be- 
ſtows a capacity to receive inſtruction. J 
will 1 them an HEART 70 know me. Jer. 
XXIV. 7. The ſon of Gad is come, and hath 
given us 6 know him 
that is true.” 1 John v. 20. 
Secondly, the Laſons which he incul- 


cates. They are many, various, and im- 


portant. I ſhall name a few of them. 1. 
Self-acquaintance. Trab. ciailu, know thy- 
ſelf, is an ancient maxim, rich with mean- 
ing, and too well known to be forgotten, 


while learning or the mere ſhadow of 


learning has an exiſtence in the world. 
Some have eſteemed the golden ſentence 


as a rich treaſure, * E Celp deſeendit,” 
ſent 


6 


be dow fe Gave, SM st udse 
ance includes a conſciouſneſs of our in- 
nate depravity, our numerous defects, and 
our utter inability for fpiritual acts, and 
lively obedience. In me, that is, in my fleſh, 
welleth no good thing, Rom. vii. 18. A 
man who has never been taught to know 
himſelf, will always preſume upon one of 
theſe two things, his ability or his zworthi- 
neſs, On the other hand, a man who 


* Dyck cao, was the great leſſon taught by Ca1Lo, 
one of the ſeven ſages, and wrote in golden letters on 
the portal of Atellbu Temple. —Many a man has 
delivered a wiſe ſentence, whoſe life and death has 
been no good comment upon it, or confirmation of it. 
Chile ſaid; when he was dying, that he was not conſei- 
eus to himſelf of having cotnmitted any fault during 
the whole courſe of his life, unleſs it was once in 
giving judgment i in favour of a friend. See Rollis on 
the ſeven ſages.—N. B. If once men come under di- 
vine teaching, and learn to know themſelves, they will 
not very readily adopt Cbilo notion of fenleſs Perfection. 
«« If we ſay we have na fin, we deceive ourſelves, and 

the truth is not in us, If we ſay we have not ſinned, wwe 
make bim a liar, and the truth is not in w,” 1 John 
5 8, 10. 


knows 
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knows himſelf renounces both. Self-emp- 
tying grace ſaps the foundation of all that 
boaſted ſufficiency and importance, in 
which natural men pride themſelves, and 
by which they diſdainfully reje& the gra- 
cious tenders of his help. Grace, at the 
ſame time that it exalts the man, it reduces 
the natural loftineſs of his mind, I am not 
worthy that thou ſboulieſt come under my-roof. 
Not that ve are ſufficient of ourſelves, to 
think any thing as of ourſelves. I am teſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints. The man is nothing, 
that Jeſus Chriſt may be aut Ax D In ALL. 
A ſecond leſſon inculcated is the hnozwledge 
of God; as to his Being, Attributes, and 
Relations; as one ſole divine effence 
ſubſiſting in the perſons of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit; poſſeſſing infinite 
perfections, and caufing thoſe perfections to 
thine forth in his works of creation, pro- 
vidence, and grace. In all which the 
chriſtian beholds the brighteſt diſplays of 


5 power, 


390 
power, wiſdom, goodneſs, and truth. He, 
Jehovah, ftands related to his people as 
their covenant God, their father, and cheir 
friend. They are taught to know and un- 
derſtand theſe bleſſed and eternal truths, 
to their preſent peace and their everlaſting 
joy. Believe, my ſoul, and exult in holy 
triumph with all his choſen and redeemed 
people. * This God is our God for ever and 
ever, and will be our guide even unto death. 
When heart and feſ ſhall fail, God will be 
the ſtrength of my heart and my portion for 
ever,” Real religion is heart-felt religion. 
A third leſſon inculcated is, our need of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; our need of him, as the ſove- 
reign and only remedy in our diſtreſs. 
We are guilty, and need an atonement. 
By him we receive it. We are polluted, 
and need cleanſing. He is the fountain 
opened for fin and uncleanneſs. We are 
unholy, and need a righteouſneſs. Chriſt 
is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth. We are weak, 
and 
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and nerd ſtrength. Believers can do all 


things through Chriſt ſtrengthening them. 
We are in debt, and need a ſurety. Chriſt 
is a ſurety every way reſponſible. We are 
in bondage, and need à ranſom. Chriſt 
gave his life a ranſom for many. We have 
rebelled, and need a mediator. Chbriſt 
is a mediator between God and man. To 
theſe inſtructions the Lord is pleaſed to 
add whatever leſſons may ſerve to promote 
humility of mind, dependence upon God, 
and. a — full of immortality * . 

| | _ Thirdly, 


2 The above- 1 leſſons are neceſſary to a 
chriſtian as ſuch; and how abſolutely and indiſpenſably 


neceſſary are they for a Minifer to enable and qualify 


bim to preach to his dying fellow-creatures, multitudes 


of whom are in the high road to ruin, Men, taught of 
God, well to know !hem/elves and Jeſus Chrift the Sa- 
viour, are able to-teach others, and become inſtrumen- 
tal in promoting their preſent and eternal welfare. 


The entrance of /uch men upon the ſacerdotal office 


proves that the church (of God) would, be reſtored 
« to its primitive purity and dignity, and the heavy 
« defalcations it continually experiences put an end 


4 to, if none but ſuch were admitted to perform its 


a holy rites.*—Men thoroughly ſkilled in the word gf 
truth, having renounced the world, and being moſt 
diſintereſtedly 


0 41 ; 

"Thirdly, che effect of bis Infroctions. 
Hereby believers are brooghit to underfland 
7 the mind of God. There judgment "is 
made to agree and coincide" with that of 
their illuſtrious teacher. Particularly in the 
following things; ; viz. Thar fn is exceed- 
ing ſinful, and ought t to be abhorted. That 
the Mojehy of God of Go God is tremendous, X and ought - 
to be feared. © That bi is precepts are holy, 
jult = good, and ought to be practiſed. 
That the fpirit and maxims of the 'wb/I 
are diametrically oppoſite” to God, and 
ought to be relinquiſhed. That goſpel or- 
dinances were eſtabliſhed for our benefit, and 
ought not to be neglected. That though 
men may become our enemies, we ſhould 
forgive them, pray for them, and 4 ds them 
all poſſible good. 3 


dilneretedly devoted to the ſervice of Gad and 
the good of their fellow mortals ; «* ſuch men as theſe 


« are the propereſt pledges for preſerving unſullied. 
che grandeur of our holy Religion. BVE. Hae. 


Nev. 10, 10, 1792. 
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A halk conglude dis. leger with, ſome. 
 Erneral remarks, Firſt, 2 man taught of 


Hod, vin. not live an immoral, life. He 
* ill. not P. ofane the holy {gbbath,—He 


the diffolu ts, ar dhe f tavern, the card uble, 
and.the play-bouſe.— —He will not treat the 


PAINE. gf God | with indifference, and, uſe ir 
irreyerently —He w will not ſcorn the: you 
and Arample vpon | the e jndigent, "He yill 
not exerciſe himſelf in mean „ EOF Obs 


and diſbepourahle practices. mb re 


. Secondly, 2 man taught « of God, i is, in ä 


* proper ſenſe of we words, A moral and 
good man. He will deny all vngodlineſs 


and worldly luſts, and will live righteoully, 


ſoberly, and godly, in this preſent evil 


world. —He will not be aſhamed to pro- 


feſs riß, to hear his goſpel wherever it 


is faithfully diſpenſed, and to aſſociate with 


thoſe who love our Lord J eſus in ſincerity 


| and truth Ae will endeavour,” as much 
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as poſſible lies within him, to live peace 
ably with all men. He will never be an 
encourager and abetter of war, tumult, and 
diſorder ; hel knows who has ſaid, Bleſſed 
are the peace- makers, for they ſhall inheric 
the earth. He will copy after the illuſtri- 
ous patterns held forth to his imitation in 
the goſpel, and make it his endeavour to 
becothe holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſe- 
parate from ſinners. 4 ; 

Candid Reader, i is his your caſe ? Does 
this deſcription ſet forth your experience, 
character, and conduct? Are you thus 
taught of God ? “ Al] thy children ſhall be 
taught of the' Lord, and great ſhall be the peace 
of thy children.” 

PARENTS, here is a preceptor for your 
beloved offspring. By faith and prayer re- 
commend them to him, and put them under 
his tuition, © bo teacheth like him?” What- 
ever is neceſſary to qualify and accompliſh 
them for the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of the 

future 
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